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Have you ever wondered...

What's the difference between rise and raise?

When do you use sit and when do you use set?

Did you lie on the bed last night or lay on it?



It isn't as hard as it looks.

One way to tell the difference is by thinking about what 
comes after the verb.  Is there an object? 

Let's look at an example:

I bought a book.

If we ask ourselves, “What did I buy?”, we see the 
answer in the sentence: a book.  Book is the object.  

I bought a book.  

S V Object 



It isn't as hard as it looks.

These verbs can have objects:
raise
set
lay

and these verbs can't:
rise
sit
lie



Let's look at some examples.

raise:

 The little boy raises his hand before answering the 
teacher's question.  

What does he raise?  His hand.  

set:

I set my books on the desk when I come home.

What do I set?  My books.

lay:

The teacher told us to lay our pencils down.

What do we lay down?  Our pencils.  



Let's look at some examples.

rise:

 The sun will rise at 6:08 tomorrow morning.

What does the rise?  It doesn't rise anything.  
It has no object.  

sit:

I want you to sit in this chair. 

What do I want you to sit?  Nothing.  This 
verb has no object.

lie:

You should lie on the bed if you are tired.

What should you lie?  Nothing.  This verb has 
no object.



Let's look at these verbs again.

raise, raised, raised

I raise my hand.

I raised my hand.

I have raised my hand.  

rise, rose, risen

The sun rises in the east.

The sun rose in the east yesterday.

The sun has always risen in the east.  



Let's look at these verbs again.

set, set, set

I set my books on the table every day.

I set my books on the table yesterday.

I have set my books on the table all year.

sit, sat, sat

I sit in the chair every day.

I sat in the cair yesterday.

I have sat in that chair a hundred times.



Let's look at these verbs again.

lay, laid, laid

I lay my pencil on the table.

I laid my pencil on the table yesterday.

I have laid my pencil on the table every time the 
teacher told us to.

lie, lay, lain

I lie in the bed when I am tired.

I lay on the bed all night without sleeping.

I have lain on the bed for five hours without sleeping.



Did you see that?

lay, laid, laid

lie, lay, lain

No wonder these are so confusing!

And to make it worse, lie also has another meaning: to 
not tell the truth.  

In that case, it is a regular verb: lie, lied, lied.

We sometimes lie to protect someone else.

I lied to my cousin the other day.

I have not lied recently.



These verbs are called confusing

because they are confusing!

Even native speakers 

don't always use them correctly.

But if you learn which ones take objects and 

which ones don't, you will be a lot closer 

to using them the way they should be used.



Confusing Verb Summary

Take Objects Don't take objects

raise rise
set sit
lay lie


